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Sacred heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


. ss Please Order From: 
WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO.., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Hl. 





Christmas Manger Set 


RING the true spirit of Christmas 

into your home with this beautiful 
Christmas crib. It is made of heavy, dur- 
able cardboard, printed in full color proc- 
ess with glossy finish. When displayed, 
Crib is 27 inches wide by 12 inches high. 
Set includes |7 pieces, packed in a color- 


ful box. Price: $1.65 Postpaid. 


Order From: — 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Church Fabrics 
Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Silk Damask Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 


All liturgically correct as to design and color. 








Immediate deliveries. 
Thomas A. Blake 


“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 





Padernacle and Purgatory 

Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters pf Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the 
supervision of a Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19,-1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3. 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 














Give Gift Subscriptions at Christmas = 
ais and get one or more of these . 
ee ete tact 
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MIS OFS OFS OTS OTS OTS ee 
suitable also as gifts. 


For ONE Subscription 

Booklet — Choice of: “Devotion to Mary” or “Little Devotions to 
the Holy Infant Jesus” (Description on cover); or “Boy Heroes” or 
“Rambling Roses” — lovely as gifts for children. OR:— 

Packet of Assorted Bookmarks — Consoling and inspiring. OR:— 

Pictures — The Blessed Mother with Divine Child standing on her 
knee, by Baroness von Oer; sepia print on buff paper; 5x 7% inches, 
with companion picture of St. Joseph. 


For TWO Subscriptions 


Chaplet of the Infant Jesus of Prague — White Job’s tear beads, 
with explanatory leaflet. OR: — 

“Mother Most Admirable’” — Picture of Mary as a Queen, seated 
on a throne, holding the Infant Jesus, 9 x 14 in. Sepia on white. 


For THREE Subscriptions 

(Note: Given only for three separate one-year subscriptions.) 

Life of Sister Mary Fortunata Viti, O.S.B. — An inspiring biog- 
raphy of a saintly religious of our times, whose Cause for Beatifica- 
tion is in progress, Attractive paper cover. 218 pages. OR: — 

Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord — Part I and II. 
— These two booklets would make a lovely little gift at Christmas. 
See description on inside back cover. 

For FOUR Subscriptions 

Angel at the Crib — Sepia picture of Mary kneeling at the crib 

and reverently showing her Babe to Gabriel. , 20 in. wide by 16 in. long. 
For FIVE Subscriptions 

Ebony Crucifix — Light weight ebony Crucifix, beveled edges. 
7% inches. OR: — . 

Saints Series — Eight devotional booklets on favorite saints. 

For SIX Subscriptions 

A Priest after God’s Own Heart — An ascetical manual for priests. 
Black cloth, red edges. OR: — 

Confession, Direction and Particular Examen for Religious — A 
very practical gift for religious. 

For TEN Subscriptions 


Chirstmas Manger Set — See description on opposite cover. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





ORS wis Christmas Joy be ed 


There's a song in the air! There's a stor in the sky! 
There's a CMother's deep prayer and a Baby's low cry! 
And the star rains its fire while angel hosts sing, 

For the manger of Bethlehem cradles o King! 


Josiah Gilbert Holland 
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Fabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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@Our Christmas Wish 











HE sacred and holy season of 
Christmas affords us a welcome op- 
portunity to express to our dear 
readers and benefactors the heart- 
felt sentiments of gratitude we cher- 
ish in your regard for the kindly 
interest you have shown in our 
work, and to thank each one for 
the gracious and generous assistance 
rendered us during the past year. 
We wish at the same time to 
convey our sincerest wishes that 
your Christmas may be rich with 
peace, with joy and with blessings, 
and we pray that its unmeasured graces may flood your soul 
and abide with you throughout life, to enlighten, comfort and 
sustain you when good fortune rejoices, as well as when crosses 
depress, and so make each New Vear a thrice-holy and happy 


one for youl 





Benedictine Sisters of GPerpetual Adoration 
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4 Blessed Virgin in the Mystery, 
of the Sciialiiii 


St °° ee ° 


5 N HER Advent liturgy, the Church frequently makes use 
f of the pleading words of the Prophet Isaias, “Drop down 
dew, ye heavens, from above, and ye clouds rain down 
the Just One, and open thou, earth, and bud forth a 
Savior!” The virgin bosom of Mary was the earth from 
which the Savior sprung. Mary’s connection with the 
mystery of the Incarnation may be viewed in a double 
light: her relation to God, and her relation to men. In her relation 
to God, let us briefly consider what she received, and in her relation 
to men, let us see what she bestowed. 

From the moment the Blessed Virgin Mary was conceived, her 
sublime relations with God commenced. His gifts and graces were 
poured into her soul, and from that instant went on constantly increas- 
ing and developing. When she became the Mother of the God-man, 
Jesus Christ, her relations with men began. It was then no longer 
a question of what she received but of what she gave and continues 
to give to mankind. 

The gifts that Mary received from God were intended as a prepara- 
tion for the Divine and crowning grace which she was destined to 
receive — the gift of Divine Maternity. Mary ever most faithfully 
corresponded with each of the graces she received. Every gift of God 
revolves itself into its highest and most privileged form in the gift of 
Divine grace, and every grace is increased and enhanced by the cor- 
respondence of the recipient. Mary’s graces commenced even at her 
conception, and so likewise did her correspondence to her graces. God, 
in view of the high design He had upon her, began her life with a 
grace more sublime than any ever vouchsafed to man, greater than any 
ever granted to the highest angel in heaven. She was conceived free 
from the taint of original sin. It is true that the angels are free from 
the taint of sin, having been made pure by the same power that made 
Mary pure. But Mary’s gift transcends the gift granted to the angels 
in this respect: the angels’ gift was general; Mary’s was exceptional. 
The angels were purified by a universal law, made by Almighty God 
that all His angels could be faithful, and they that were unfaithful were 
the exceptions to that law. The demons were damned exceptionally, 
that is to say, individually; the angels were saved according to God’s 
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general law. But the whole human race sinned in Adam. No man, 
after the time of Adam, — no matter how holy he might be, — was 
exempted from that sin. Adam defiled the fountainhead of our nature, 
polluted the source of our being. Sin then became the rule with man; 
exemption from sin the exception. Mary is the one, solitary exception 
to this rule. For the forgiveness of original sin was needed the atone- 
ment.of the Di- 
vine Victim 
on the Cross. 
But for Mary, 
this was antici- 
pated; the mer- 
its of the Re- 
deemer to come 
were applied to 
her before His 
time; the guilt 
of original sin 
was expiated, in 
her case, before 
it was incurred. 


Here, then, 
is the grace of 
Mary’s Immac- 
ulate Concep- 
tion, a glorious, 
wonderful _ ex- 
ception to the 
law of sin in- 
troduced by 
Adam’s crime! 
This grace 
places her on 
an eminence of 


In their dark desolation on being driven from Paradise, instant and pre- 
Adam and Eve are consoled by the promise of a Redeemer eminent purity. 





All the men upon earth, all the angels in heaven must look up to her. 
Even at her conception she surpassed all the angels in heaven in the 
extent of the graces received. The graces of the angels end with the 
grace with which she began, perfect purity, sinlessness, and acceptability 
to God. From her conception, Mary was sinless before the Lord; she 
basked in the bright sunlight of God’s grace and favor. 
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For over four thousand years darkness overshadowed the earth, 
and the Face of God was hidden from His creatures. Mary was the 
bright day-star that. was to herald the rising of the glorious Son of 
Justice. The wonderful and adorable mystery of the Incarnation, in- 
scrutable to the angels, inconceivable to man, was destined to be ac- 
complished in her. Her virginal bosom alone was worthy as a home 
on earth for God. Though Mary was still ignorant of her glorious 
destiny, all her days were spent in ardent preparation for the mystery 
she was to accomplish, and every moment of her existence was an 
accumulation of, God’s graces in her soul, which fitted her more and 
more for her sublime part as Mother of the Redeemer. 

Wonderful are God’s dealings with a faithful soul! Every soul 
that corresponds with God’s favors receives a hundredfold, a thou- 
sandfold; it receives graces in an inconceivable addition known only 
to God. And so Mary, from the moment of her conception, received 
grace upon grace. How wonderful, therefore, must have been that 
superstructure of grace in Mary’s soul, since the first gift bestowed 
upon her surpassingly exceeded the highest favor bestowed upon man 
or angel! But God’s favors are ever but a preparation for some crown- 
ing favor which He intends to bestow, if the soul merits it by a faithful 
correspondence to each succeeding grace, a favor which will surpass 
and consummate all that have gone before. 

The crowning gift of God to Mary was God Himself. The Eternal 
Son of God, the Light of the Father’s glory, before whom the purest 
and the highest in heaven kneel in speechless adoration, came down 
from His throne in heaven, from the bosom of the Almighty, to dwell 
in her pure bosom, to be her Son forever! There had been pure and 
holy women before Mary’s time; but to none save her has this great 
grace been granted, for none but she was worthy. For Mary, and 
Mary alone, was reserved the highest, the grandest gift that an omnip- 
otent God ever did and ever will bestow upon any of His creatures. 

Mary’s Gifts to Mankind 

Such were the favors that Mary received from God. Let us now 
consider the favors that Mary conferred upon men. “Drop down dew, 
ye heavens, from above, and ye clouds rain down the Just One; and 
open thou, earth, and bud forth a Savior.” Earth as well as heaven, 
Mary as well as God, had part in the glorious mystery of the Incarna- 
tion, that mystery by which man was redeemed from bondage and from 
sin, and restored to the hope of heaven. 

The mystery of the Incarnation is the union of the human and 
the Divine. It was decreed by God because no other victim than a 
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God-man could atone for the outrage of sin. Man had outraged the 
eternal majesty of God by disobedience to Him. The offence is infinite; 
the atonement must likewise be infinite, to satisfy the justice of God. 
The offence was committed by a man, so a man must be the Victim. 
But if the atonement is to be infinite, then the victim must also be 
God, for God alone is infinite. The victim must be both human and 
Divine, true God and true man; as truly God as He is truly man, 
and as truly man as He is truly God. The victim must be God, that 
He may offer to God’s justice an infinite atonement for an infinite of- 
fence. He must be man, that He may suffer and die for the sins of men. 


In Jesus Christ, the God-man, that victim was found. He pre- 
served in His Person all the power, all the wisdom, all the glory, all 
the infinite merit of God; but He took to Himself, for all eternity, a 
human nature, capable of sorrow, shame, suffering and death. 

Belief in Christ’s Divinity and belief in His Humanity are equally 
essential for salvation. It is as necessary to believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of Mary as it is to believe that He is the Son of God. 
Mary was an essential instrument in the hands of God to effect the 
redemption of the whole human race. She gave blood of her blood, 
flesh of her flesh, bone of her bone, to form the sacred Humanity of 
our Savior. In her womb the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity 
assumed tl.at human form that was necessary for Him to work out 
our salvation. “And the Word was made flesh and dwelt amongst us!” 

Of all the human beings that lived upon this earth, Mary alone 
was pure enough to become the Mother of God. How perfect must 
have been the purity, how spotless the sinlessness of that humanity of 
Mary from which the all-pure, all-holy God did not disdain to assume 
a body to Himself. Mary’s free consent was necessary for the con- 
summation of the sacrifice decreed for man’s redemption. God never 
did and never will coerce the will of one of His rational creatures. He 
sent His angel to announce to Mary the honor that was intended for 
her, but she was free to refuse that honor if she chose, and her consent 
was necessary for our redemption. “Behold,” said the angel, “thou shalt 
conceive in thy womb and shalt bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call 
His name Jesus.” And Mary answered, “How shall this be done, for 
I know not man.” Then the angel told her that by the instrumentality 
of the Holy Ghost this mystery would be accomplished. Mary, wholly 
conformed to God’s will in her regard, then exclaimed: “Behold the 
handmaid of the Lord; be it done unto me according to thy word.” 
God that instant became Man in Mary’s womb. Her free consent was 
given, and the work of man’s redemption was begun. 

In the glorious mystery of the Incarnation, in which God Himself 
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disdained not to ask the consent of His creature for the great work He 
was about to accomplish, we have a wonderful proof of Mary’s purity 
and Mary’s grandeur. 

Reflect what Mary has done for man in the great mystery of the 
Incarnation. By that mystery in which her part was so large, salvation 
was. purchased for us all. We may scorn and trample upon this price- 
less gift if we will, but salvation is offered to us all, and there is no 
soul today in the abyss of hell that might not be in heaven if it had 
so chosen. Oh, how much has the Incarnation of Jesus in Mary’s womb 
given to men! It gives us the right to hope that, when our dying eyes 
close forever upon this world, they may open upon a world that is 
brighter far than this, a world where we may forever behold our 
Redeemer. It gives us the right, this holy Christmas season, by con- 
fession and Communion, to approach our Savior. It gives us the 
certainty that if we be faithful to the graces we receive, we shall never 
know eternal death, but shall live forever in the kingdom of our Father. 
All these priceless privileges were conferred upon us when Mary said 
to the messenger of God, “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it 
done unto me according to thy word.” 

Behold, then, the position Mary holds in regard to the human race. 
God has made her His Mother; we have become her children. When 
our Savior was consummating the sacrifice of our Redemption, He 
bequeathed her to us for our Mother. We honor and love her instinc- 
tively. We honor and love her because of her untiring care and the 
tender love she has lavished upon us. Our own natural mother we 
honor and love with tenderest affection. She brought us forth to this 
material life with much suffering and with many prayers. She 
cared for us tenderly and watched over us at all times. But to Mary 
we owe even a higher love and affection. She suffered for our sake 
such affliction, such agony as woman never before endured. We are 
the children of her agony and of her grace; she brought us forth to 
supernatural and eternal life. She has proved her affection by the 
depth of the sorrows she suffered for our sake, by the priceless value 
of the benefits she has bestowed upon us. Therefore, during this holy 
season when we commemorate the adorable mystery of the Incarnation, 
in which she had so large a share, we should often turn to this Heavenly 
Mother of ours with renewed reverence and love.. While we adore 
the Son, we must not forget the Mother. In the temple of our hearts, 
purified by the holy sacraments of the Church, we should erect for 
her an altar where we may offer our humble homage, to her as our 
glorious Queen, our earnest gratitude as our munificent benefactress, 
and our warmest love as our tender Mother. 
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Prepare Jfis Way! 
miei 


OLY Church fortifies her Advent petitions by the most earnest 

penance: her whole Divine service bears the seal of penance. 

The priest at the altar wears violet vestments; the jubilant 
Gloria, which the angels sang at the Savior’s birth, is hushed, as also 
the Te Deum in the Divine Office. At the close of the Holy Sacrifice, 
“Benedicamus Domino” is said instead of “Ite, missa est,” and the 
music of the organ is suppressed. The church and the altar are stripped 
of their festive adornment. The quarterly Ember Day fast is observed 
during the third week of Advent, while the Vigil of Christmas. is also 
distinguished by fasting. Advent is, like the Lenten time, a so-called 
closed season, that is, from the first Sunday of Advent until Christmas, 
inclusive, marriage may not be solemnized by the bestowal of the 
nuptial blessing during Holy Mass. 

As an indication of the seriousness of the penitential character 
of Advent, Holy Church has chosen no less a one than the precursor 
of Christ to serve as her spokesman during this season. As St. John 
the Baptist prepared mankind by word and example for the first coming 
of the Lord, so also year after year he continues to prepare for Him, 
mysteriously, but no less truly, a fitting, a perfect people. The voice 
of this last and greatest of the prophets resounds forcefully: “Make 
ready the way of the Lord, make straight His paths. Every valley shall 
be filled; and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; the 
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways smooth” (Luke iii. 
4-5). The strong man of God, clothed in the skins of animals, girded 
with a leathern girdle, nourished by locusts and wild honey, stands 
before us in spirit, his very example urging us to prepare for the coming 
of the Savior. How touching are his humility and his strong, tender 
love for Christ! 

Nature itself, as its exterior life recedes, urges us to interior recol- 
lection, to a more serious self-examination, to penance and purification 
of heart. Penance inclines God to be merciful toward us, and makes 
our hearts susceptible to His grace.” However, the most important and 
most essential penance is to avoid sin, and to wage ceaseless warfare 
against our passions, for our sins and passions oppose the coming 
of the Redeemer and obstruct His entrance into our souls. 

In order to prepare our hearts for the coming of the Divine Babe 
at Christmas, let us, during the holy Advent season, endeavor anew 
to devote ourselves to retirement, at least from some of our accustomed 
amusements, and this in itself will assist us to acquire a spirit of 
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The Masterpiece of God's Omnipotence 

















ea 
\ a 


Ve -ni-te ad-o-re - mus! 





Christ is born for us, Come, let us adore! This is the joyful 
invitation Holy Church addresses to all her children as she begins the 
solemn celebration of the feast commemorating the Savior’s birth. 
And just as the shepherds hastened to Bethlehem’s crib on the first 
Christmas night at the invitation of the angels, so on this feast all 
the faithful hasten in spirit to that same crib, to adore in wondering 
awe the tiny Babe who is both God and Man — the Redeemer who has 
come to reconcile earth with heaven. The human eye sees but a little 
helpless infant, bedded upon straw, displaying all the weaknesses of a 
new-born child; but the eye of faith penetrates the veil of external 
appearances, and beholds the Eternal Word of God, concealing His 
omnipotence and all His Divine perfections in this weak little form. 

The miracle of the incarnation of the Son of God is the masterpiece 
of Divine omnipotence. All other miracles, although above the forces 
of nature, are immeasurably below the power of God. He could per- 
form miracles far greater than any He has performed, if He so willed. 
But a greater miracle than that of the Man-God, the adorable Person 
of Jesus Christ, even the omnipotence of God can never perform. This 
miracle has, so to say, exhausted the power of God, for even Divine 
Omnipotence can go no farther than to cause that a God should become 
Man and that a Man should become God. 

This adorable mystery is incomprehensible to our human minds. 
Only God Himself can comprehend its greatness, and only He can 
fathom the depths of the abasement to which the Second Person of the 
Blessed Trinity descended in becoming man. Only He can understand 
the perfections of that Divine Person who lies as a helpless Infant in 
the manger, and only He can perceive the infinitely perfect homage 
that rises from the Heart of the Infant God-man to the throne of God. 
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The Father Delights in the Son of His Love 

The Introit of the midnight Mass pictures for us the Heavenly 
.Father gazing with infinite complacency upon His Divine Son, lying 
as an Infant in the crib of Bethlehem, and places upon His lips the 
words of the psalmist: “Thou art My Son. This day have I begotten 
Thee.” Well may the Heavenly Father take delight in this Infant, 
for now among the children of Adam there is One who can render Him 
perfect worship, One who can fully comprehend His infinite perfections 
and offer Him an adequate return of love. And as later, at the baptism 
of this same Son and again at His Transfiguration the Heavenly. Father 
proclaimed to the onlookers: “This is My beloved Son in whom I am 
well pleased,” may it not be that also at the time of His birth He made 
the same declaration to the rapturous angel-hosts surrounding His 
throne? 

The Son Offers Perfect Homage to His Father 

And the Infant Jesus, from the depths of His abasement, meets the 
loving gaze of His Heavenly Father with a look of infinite love, and in 
the joy of His Divine and human Heart offers Him that perfect homage 
which only He can offer who possesses the twofold natures of both God 
and man. He sees in a manner most high and perfect, beyond the power 
of the highest angels and saints to contemplate throughout eternity, the 
infinite perfections of His Father — which are infinite both in number 
and excellence, and He desires to render homage to all this greatness. 
As God in heaven He could not have this desire, because He was in 
all things equal to the Father. But now that He is inferior to the 
Father as to His manhood, He is able fully to satisfy the burning desire 
and the need He feels of honoring Him. He sees clearly that nothing is 
so proper to give glory to an infinite Being as to humiliate before His 
Uncreated Majesty the created being received from His hands, and 
this He does in His first act of adoration paid to His Father. 

St. Paul reveals this wonderful truth in the following words of 
deepest significance: “Who, though He was by nature God, did not 
consider being equal to God a thing to be clung to, but emptied Himself, 
taking the nature of a slave and being made like unto men” (Phil. 
ii. 6, 7). 

Offering Himself to His Father as a Victim of adoration and 
atonement, Jesus was not content with merely abasing Himself, but 
wished to do so to the point of annihilation, as expressed by these 
words of St. Paul. He “emptied Himself” by descending to the utmost 
limit of littleness and absolute impotence. He might have appeared 
on earth as a full-grown man, like Adam at his creation, full of strength 
and majesty, though even this would have been for Him a state of deep- 
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est humiliation. For, however great may be the outward dignity and 
beauty of a creature, it is always a concealment of the Divine, a dark- 
ening of God’s glory. But He assumed instead the form of a helpless 
little infant, descending to the deepest depths in order to express in as 
full a manner as possible the greatness of God and the nothingness of 
creatures in His sight. And because these humiliations were voluntary, 
made with the full use of His perfect intellect, they were. the more 
profound, and were of infinite value for our salvation. 

Even His Divinity seemed to participate in this humiliation. For 
if it be true to say that the Person of the Eternal Word lost nothing 
by the incarnation, continuing to possess all the glory, the omnipotence, 
and all the other Divine perfections which are essential to Him, it is 
also true that this adorable Person, who as God was invested with 
all the Divine attributes, must now acknowledge that He has an obscure, 
weak existence, exposed to every kind of suffering, and even to death. 


The Crib, the School of Humility 
Oh, the depths of the humiliations of the Word of God, assumed for 


love of us because He has taken upon Himself all the sins and iniqui- 
ties and infamies of the whole world! How different is our attitude 
toward humiliations! And yet, as St. Paul tells us, we must enter 
into the sentiments of Christ if we wish to be His true followers: “Have 
this mind in you which was also in Christ Jesus,” who “appearing in 
the form of man, humbled Himself, becoming obedient to death” 
(Phil. ii. 5, 7, 8). Littleness... obscurity... weakness... how do we 
love such states as these? or at least, if we cannot go so far as to 
love such humiliations, what patience and resignation do we display 
when Divine Providence is pleased, by the ordering of events and cir- 
cumstances, to make us participate in the voluntary humiliations of 
our adorable Savior? The humility which is not sustained and fed 
with humiliation — so the masters of the interior life tell us — is 
without soundness and strength, and is often only a sham and a delu- 
sion. Our Divine Master will often repeat this lesson in the succession 
of His mysteries; but it is worthy of notice that from the moment of 
His incarnation He gives us such a lesson, and that this is the first of 
all His lessons. 

Let us ask the Infant Jesus, then, to give us true humility, which 
is founded upon what God is and what we ourselves are; the humility 
which gives us a knowledge of our own nothingness, and leads us to 
take the place that belongs to us and to keep it by the love of humilia- 
tions — that humility which is of such high value as to purchase 
heaven itself. 
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We Shall Light Seven Lamps 
¢ pronmensens 
Vil — The Lamp of Obedience 


HE last, but by no means the least of the seven lamps 
to be lighted in our preparation for the erection of our 
new Eucharistic Sanctuary in Kansas City is that of 
OBEDIENCE. How fitting it is that we should do se 
this month when in the celebration of Christmas we have 
before us the example of the perfect obedience of the 
Infant Jesus and of His Blessed Mother and St. Joseph! 
It was in obedience to His Heavenly Father’s will that the Son of God 
became man and was born in abject poverty in the stable of Bethlehem, 
beginning His life of suffering immediately upon His entrance inte 
the world. It was in obedience to the same Divine will that Mary and 

Joseph made the arduous journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem, brought 
about indirectly through obedience to the command of the emperor 
that they register for the census in the city of their ancestors. It was 
obedience that guided their every act throughout life, and finally brought 
them through the portals of death to everlasting glory. 

If there is any virtue that shines out above the others in the life 
of Christ, it is that of obedience. It is for Him a very “obsession,” for 
He never tires of reiterating His total abandonment to His Father’s 
will. He is, therefore, our perfect model of obedience — a virtue which 
is of supreme importance for us all. 

Obedience is the foundation stone not only of the spiritual life 
but of our whole social structure as well. It is the essence of all Chris- 
tian perfection and the firm rock upon which the order and harmony 
of Christian society is founded. Take away obedience and the whole 
structure of Christian society will collapse, with resulting confusion 
and chaos. 

The law of obedience touches every phase of human life, and 
there is no one who is exempt from its sway. ‘ Even in irrational and 
inanimate nature the law of obedience is supreme. The animals, the 
plants, the sun and moon and stars, the rivers and oceans — yes, all 
created things — must follow the laws established for them by God. 
This is the secret of the perfect order and harmony in nature, and 
every deviation from this law results in confusion or even calamity. 

This universal law of obedience was established by God Himself, 
the Supreme Lord and Master of all creation, and it is in His Divine 
will that all obedience has its source and toward which all obedience 
tends, whether consciously or unconsciously. 
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The will of God is Truth, Wisdom and Goodness. It is Truth, 
because it is never deceived and never deceives in what it demands 
of us. It is Wisdom, because it sets and directs all creatures in the 
ways that are most certain to attain their end. It is all Love and 
Goodness, because it desires and aims only at the good of souls; it 
desires to procure them all kinds of graces in this world and endless 
bliss in the next. Whoever obeys its guidance with docility may say: 
“All good things came to me together with it, and innumerable riches 
through its hands. It is an infinite treasure to me, which they that use 
become the friends of God, being commended for the gift of discipline” 
(Wisd. vii. 11, 14). Obedience to the will of God means peace, per- 
fection, holiness, sanctity. Obedience to that Divine will brings a 
special benediction. 

Our supreme and perfect model of obedience, as we have said, is 
our Divine Savior, Jesus Christ, who from the first moment of His 
incarnation subjected Himself wholly to His Father’s will, appropriat- 
ing to Himself the words of the psalmist: “Behold, I come: in the 
head of the book it is written of Me, that I should do Thy will, O God” 
(Ps. xxxix. 8, 9). These words are a manifest revelation of the state 
and dispositions of Christ throughout His entire life — a state and 
disposition of perpetual and absolute obedience to His Heavenly Father. 
The will and good pleasure of His Father were the joy of His Sacred 
Heart, and He never tired of giving expression to His perfect readiness 
to execute His Father’s will: “My food is to do the will of Him who 
sent Me, to accomplish His work.” “I seek not My own will, but the 
will of Him who sent Me.” “For I have come down from heaven, not 
to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.” “I do always 
the things that are pleasing to Him.” (John iv. 34; v. 30; vi. 38; 
viii. 30.) These are only a few of the texts contained in the Gospels. 

St. Paul speaks frequently of the obedience of Christ in His 
Epistles, and St. Luke sums up the whole period of His hidden life in 
the words: “And He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and 
was subject to them” (ii. 51). Just before entering upon His Passion, 
Our Lord made a last complete act of submission to His Father’s will, 
when agonizing in the Garden of Olives. How great, then, should be 
our love and esteem of obedience, since Christ, our Divine Model, 
valued it above all things! 

Since the incarnation, God has given the exercise of His power 
to His Divine Son. “All power in heaven and on earth has been given 
to Me,” Jesus said to His Apostles just before ascending into heaven 
(Matt. xxviii. 18). All human authority is therefore derived from 
Christ, whether in the spiritual or the natural order, and whenever we 
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practice obedience we are in reality submitting ourselves to the au- 
thority of Christ. It is the will of the Father that by this means all 
men should be wholly subjected to His beloved Son, whose reign is 
one of justice and love. 

This reign of love Jesus exercises in the Blessed Sacrament. From 
His Eucharistic Tabernacle He governs the world and all things in 
it, and it is in His Sacramental state that He wishes to be adored and 
honored as the King of Love. Yet so dear to Him is obedience that 
even in this adorable Sacrament He continues to be at the same time 
our sublime Model of obedience, in His perfect and unqualified obe- 
dience to His priests. 

The homage of Perpetual Adoration honors the royalty of our 
Eucharistic King in a special way, and through the exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament, hearts are more readily drawn to Him and subjected 
to His sway. Those who assist in erecting a new Sanctuary of Perpetual 
Adoration in Kansas City will minister to the ardent longings of His 
Sacred Heart to extend His Eucharistic reign. 

It was obedience to the manifest will of God that the foundation 
of a new Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration was undertaken in Kansas 
City, and this holy will has guided its development step by step, even 
in the choice of the location for the permanent sanctuary. The voice 
of obedience called from the Motherhouse the particular adorers who 
were to form His court in this new sanctuary, and assigns to each the 
special work she is to perform for the glory of our Hidden God. 
Obedience to their monastic Rule regulates all the details of the Sisters’ 
lives. Obedience to established rules and customs will likewise regulate 
the architectural design of the building, the furnishings of the chapel 
and altar, and the services to be conducted there. And obedience to 
the call of grace will call many devout worshipers from among the 
faithful of Kansas City to come and adore the God of Love there en- 
throned, and to implore His blessings and graces for souls. 

May obedience to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit likewise obtain 
for us the prayerful assistance of our many friends and readers, as well 
as the material help necessary for such an undertaking! Every gift, 
great or small, will be deeply appreciated, and will be entered in the 
Book of Life by the recording angel as an added claim to eternal 
happiness for the donor. 


x For we must share — if we would keep é 
Chat Blessing from above. 6) 
Ceasing to give, we cease to have — 
Such is the Law of Love! 
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Jopv amidst Suffering 


URGATORY is a land of 
contrasts, a mixture of 
extreme desolation and 

peaceful, loving resignation, 
the extremity of suffering and 
the extremity of joy. The soul 
is like gold purified in the cru- 
cible, until every imperfection 
is consumed, and this purifica- 
tion entails a mysterious tor- 
ment of which we cannot have 
any idea here upon earth. But 
as the soul loves God with the 
purest affection, it conforms it- 
self perfectly to the Divine de- 
cree. It is entirely resigned to 
the will of its Creator. It loves 
its very pains, because they are 
a holy ordinance of God. Yet 
this contentment does not take 
away one iota of the pain; and 
the pain is greater according to 
the greater perfection of love 
of which God has made the soul 
capable. Thus the souls in 
purgatory have at once the 
greatest peace and joy and the 
greatest suffering; and the one 
in no way hinders the other. 
There is a striking resem- 
blance between the poor souls 
in purgatory and the new-born 
Savior! Perfect conformity te. 
the will of God constitutes the happiness and joy ®f the poor souls, yet 
their joy is blended with the keenest suffering and pain. Joy filled the 
Heart of the new-born Savior because in conformity to the Father’s will 
He had come to earth to begin His mission of redeeming mankind and 
reconciling them again to His Heavenly Father. But that mission began 
in pain and suffering and was to be accomplished by pain and suffering. 
The Heart of the new-born Infant throbbed with Divinest love and 
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burned with a holy ardor. His Soul was filled with gladness and de- 
sire. His whole Being vibrated with purest joy because by the woes 
and sufferings which lay before Him He was to transform the world 
and consecrate it anew to God, as the Roman Martyrology in announc- 
ing the mystery of Christ’s Nativity proclaims: “The Son of God, de- 
siring in His loving mercy to consecrate the world, became Man.” 


This Infant King, who might have been born, as befitted His pre- 
eminent station in life, in a royal palace amidst the acclamations of 
Rome or Jerusalem, voluntarily chose to enter this world in a poor, 
tumble-down stable in an obscure hamlet of Judea. He sought out 
the extreme of poverty and suffering. It would seem He could scarcely 
find a sufficiently lowly spot wherein to make His entrance into the 
world. He sought for all that men avoid, all that they fear, all that 
they despise, in order to show the nullity of temporal grandeur and 
to reconquer the world by surmounting its terrors, despising its com- 
forts, rejecting its pleasures and suffering its torments. By His humility 
He confounded the pride of men. Humiliation and suffering were the 
signs by which the Infant of Bethlehem was to be recognized as the 
Savior-God. From Bethlehem He began His journey of suffering 
through thirty-three years, until it was consummated on Calvary. Suf- 
fering and the hearts of men were all the Infant Jesus coveted; they 
were His only joy and delight. 

What, then, must be the joy and gladness of the Infant Savior to 
gain the hearts of men for Himself and to lead their souls triumphant 
into the everlasting realms of His heavenly kingdom! That truly 
loving Heart of His has ever been filled with solicitude for their sal- 
vation, has ever been thirsty in Its love for their souls, and It can 
never repose until It receives them into Itself for all eternity. Its 
fullest joy is reached when the poor soul completes its sojourn in 
purgatory and is admitted to His Divine Presence. How often has 
He not urged His saints to pray for the departed, that His joy may 
the sooner be realized, that His joy in them may be complete. 

Once He told St. Mechtilde that one who desires to pray with 
profit for those who are in captivity of body or soul should supplicate 
Him in the following manner: (1) By the love which kept Him captive 
for nine months in the womb of His Virgin Mother; (2) by the love 
which bound Him in swaddling clothes and bands; (3) by the love 
which gave Him over fettered into the hands of His enemies in the 
Garden of Gethsemane; (4) by the chains in which the Jews delivered 
Him into the hands of His unjust judge; (5) by the chains wherewith 
He was fastened to the pillar of scourging; (6) by the nails wherewith 
He was fixed to the Cross; and (7) by the winding sheet in which He 
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was wrapped when dead and enclosed in the sepulchre; and He declared 
that by the merit of this love those who are bound in any kinds of 
chains or sins would obtain release from them. 

How easily this practice might be applied to the holy souls in 
purgatory! Since Christ was bound seven times, one might take one 
of these mysteries of His love for each of the seven days of the week 
and make of it a special practice of devotion in behalf of the captive 
souls in purgatory. 

The excellence of any devotion in behalf of the souls in purgatory 
is found in its effect upon the spiritual life of those who practice it. 
This devotion is a hidden work from first to last. One does not see 
the results, so there is little food for vain-glory; neither is it apparent 
to others. It implies, moreover, an utter forgetting of self by the 
giving away of one’s own satisfactions and indulgences, and by causing 
a person to keep up a tender interest in an object which does not 
directly concern himself, but which yet has tremendous merit for him. 
It is done, however, chiefly for God’s greater glory. But it implants 
a habit of thought which is fatal to the spirit of the. world and to 
the tyranny of human respect, and conforms a person more and more 
to the life of Jesus here on earth. It counteracts self-love and its 
deceits. The constant thought of the holy souls keeps before us a 
continual image of suffering, not merely passive suffering, but of joyful 
conformity to the will of God. It makes us think of the sufferings 
of our Savior, and it makes us conformed to our own sufferings. 

Oh, if we but realized all that devotion to the poor souls means 
to our Heavenly Father, to Jesus, to the holy souls, and to ourselves, 
we would never cease our efforts in behalf of the holy captives of 
purgatory, and we would find in this devotion one of our greatest 
spiritual joys! 





Christmas behind Barbed Wire 


Experiences during six years in concentration camps, related by Rev. 
Dr. Joseph Steinkelderer, at present Director of the Caritas Relief Organization 
at Innsbruck, Tyrol, Austria. 

0*02e0 


HE invisible ‘‘barbed wire’ that hemmed in the religious 
and ecclesiastical life within the Third Reich became at 
once visible to him who attempted to resist it. So it 
was in the first days of September, 1939. I was arrested 

‘by the Gestapo because I had charge of the Catholic Youth Organiza- 
tion in Innsbruck, and without any court trial I was transferred to the 
concentration camp at Sachsenhausen. This “protective custody,’’ as 
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it was called, was supposed to save me from the fury of the people. 
But in reality I was taken into God’s custody. 

The first day spent in the camp was one of the hardest of my six 
years. It is not my intention to describe the horrors of the concentra- 
tion camp. Whenever I do so, it is only for the purpose of bringing out 
the spiritual values of those many bright and beautiful experiences 
that stood out in sharp relief against this background. 

Of the first day, only this much: We sixty additionals were mis- 
treated in soul and body for hours by a group of SS men, and whenever 
a new SS man passed by, three of us in particular were singled out 
above all the others as the “‘scum”’ of humanity. These were a state 
attorney who had represented the accusation against the murderer 
of Chancellor Dolfuss; a murderer and criminal with a prison record 
of fourteen years; and myself; I being branded as a “Pfaff” (a con- 
temptuous word for “priest’”), whom the SS men regarded as particu- 
larly annoying. The criminal, like all the others dismissed from prison, 
had been transferred to this camp at the beginning of the war, and 
had to repeat over and over again the sickening details of his crimes. . . 

As soon as we had entered the camp, an SS man shouted at me 
in a cynical tone: ‘“‘You might as well know at once that there is no 
Church and no God in here! In this place the ‘Pfaffen’ are done for — 
and soon will be outside also.” Then he screamed the command: 
“Take off your specs!” (He was afraid his hands would be cut!) 
Thus I understood at once that the presence of a priest affected these 
“noble guards” of the Third Reich in much the same way as a red 
rag affects a bull. We priests were strictly segregated in a separate 
barracks as especially ‘“‘dangerous.”’ 

From hour to hour my hope of surviving the day sank lower, 
or at least my hope of not losing my nerves and my mind. In the 
face of such terrible assaults on soul and body the good Lord heard 
my prayer and kept me alive. During the following days things eased 
up somewhat, but everything we had to go through was intended to 
break down the last atom of resistance. “Lasciate ogni speranza — 
Give up all hope!’’ That was the meaning of the first day in the con- 
centration camp, and of every new day spent there. At least that was 
intended to be its meaning. 

We lived in constant suspense, and with that we were approaching 
Christmas. To the daily visits of the SS, who vented their malice by 
inflicting spiritual and bodily torments, we grew accustomed, difficult 
as those hours were, especially for the older ones among us. Nor 
did it surprise us that every form of religious activity was forbidden 
in the camp. But what we could not understand was that even fellow- 
prisoners should make life miserable for us. That was evidently a 
part of the “system.” 

We were placed in charge of a fellow-prisoner called the “Block 
Supervisor,’ whose views in private life had been opposite to ours 
both politically and otherwise. He assured us that he would not let 
this influence him, and in a certain sense he really meant it. But life 
under his supervision was for’ms daily a new and. hard nerve test. 
His ruling principle was: The rigorous execution of camp regulations 
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and an unmercifully strict discipline is the best way to endure the 
time in camp, and prevents one from incurring the displeasure of 
camp officials and drawing down their hostility upon oneself. 

In their efforts to torture us, the SS found ever new pretexts, 
even when they had to resort to monstrous lies. Protests and pleadings 
were out of the question; we were delivered over to them without right 
or protection. On such occasions our supervisor always assisted the 
SS, obviously not to appear negligent or as taking our part; and often 
he would continue the tortures on his own initiative, saying it was 
time we learned how to conduct ourselves in the camp. 

At length Christmas Eve (1939) arrived. It was clear to us 
that our celebration of the feast would depend entirely upon our super- 
visor, upon whom we were totally dependent in all things, whether we 
wanted it or not. Although it was well known that the greater part 
of the SS were on furlough, we had to clean the barracks like madmen 
all day; for example, we had to scrape ice and snow from the floor 
again and again with our table knives! 

By way of exception, one of those rare canteen purchases was 
made on this day — giving fresh occasion for our block supervisor to 
put pressure on our zeal for work. The purchase had almost fallen 
through at the last minute because we found we were short of change, 
and he would not tolerate our borrowing from each other, as this, 
would, in his opinion, fall under the forbidden formation of organi- 
zations. Finally we succeeded in pacifying him by means of a stratagem. 
My task of doing the buying kept me continually “dancing on eggs.” 
Since even the smallest and rare additional quantities of bread or 
smoking items were so important, we left nothing undone to make 
our block supervisor favorably disposed toward us. My constant study 
ef the supervisor occasioned resolute energy at work and at least 
external compliance with his disciplinary measures as the best means 
ef accomplishing our end. 

Of the twenty small packages of tobacco — for nearly a hundred 
priests! — we reserved two as a Christmas gift for the supervisor. 
After the evening meal — which consisted of the same soup as on other 
days — the senior of our group approached the little table of the 
supervisor. There was an expectant hush as our spokesman wished 
him a “Merry Christmas” in the name of us all — a wish which, as 
applied to the camp, signified, above all, freedom from undesirable 
visits and unpleasant situations. Of course our Christmas thoughts 
were not those of our supervisor! But we told him we knew that on 
this night his loved ones were longing for his presence and that his 
thoughts winged their way home to wife and daughter, to friends 
and acquaintances. We wished that for him and for us all the bright 
star of liberty might soon arise in this dark night of captivity, and 
promised that until that time we would lighten his labors and his 
duties by being faithful comrades, preserving good discipline. We 
begged him to repose confidence in us, as we would also repose con- 
fidence in him. 

We were now all in suspense as to whether the supervisor would 
yield to the spirit of the evening. He thanked us and in turn expressed 
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the wish that we too might endure the time of imprisonment well 
and again return home to our loved ones. The only way thereto — 

he said, in closing, —- was comradeship and discipline. —- This little 
personal note in our Christmas gathering had now really aroused some 
spirit, though of course full of heartache and longing. We all burned 
with the desire, at least once, at this hour, to hear one of our beautiful 
Christmas hymns. Cautiously and as kindly as possible we expressed 
our wish. But there we were badly mistaken. ‘What!’ he shouted, 
“Christmas songs? Have you gone crazy!” And instantly all kindliness 
and humaneness vanished from his bearing, and our hopes were shat- 
tered. “If you want to sing,” he said, “we will rehearse some of our 
camp songs. Just lately a camp order came, with the threat of punish- 
ment if the singing did not improve. We will therefore have singing 
practice.’’ We were powerless to hinder it, and for hours had to sing 
the military songs which had become disgusting to us even just from 
hearing them in the camp. At long last came the order: ‘“‘To bed!”’ 

Such was our Christmas Eve of 1939 at Sachsenhausen — the 
first Christmas behind barbed wire! And during the cold, dark, silent 
hours of the night — for sleep was slow in coming because of our 
interior perturbation — each one of us silently celebrated Christmas 
in his own soul, with devotion and longing, but also with the happy 
realization that the Gift of this holy night perhaps belonged to us 
even more now than in our past life. 

On Christmas day we were in the camp only exteriorly. Our 
thoughts and aspirations were at the crib in our home churches and 
cathedrals, participating in spirit in the solemn services. Once during 
the day the supervisor was called away on official business. We quickly 
availed ourselves of the opportunity, and — with guards at the doors 
and windows — softly but with great fervor and devotion sang ‘Silent 
Night, Holy Night,’’ as we had never sung it in our lives; and after 
that there was a Polish Christmas hymn by the many Polish priests. 

When the supervisor returned, he saw nothing amiss. . . Later 
on we learned that Christmas celebrations had been undertaken in 
more than one barrack of the camp, also with religious songs. For 
us the words of Holy Scripture held true: “There was no room for 
them in the inn.” Yet this did not dampen our Christmas joy, for, 
being thus cut off and banished from the friendly homes of men, we 
were in good company: the Christ Child fared no better upon His en- 
trance into the world! 

Who of us would then have surmised in what a radically different 
way we would spend Christmas five years later at Dachau — a thing 
that would ever remain incomprehensible to anyone who failed to 
recognize the wonderful intervention of Divine Providence in our 
behalf. To be continued. 


Spiritual Vitamin for December 


Come, O Jesus! By that vehement love which draws Thee down 
to us, Thy creatures, to unite us inseparably with Thyself, make me 
one with Thee! 
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St. Gertrude, the Great 


Continued 
—0¢0<4— 
| HOUGH, as we have said, Gertrude was never Abbess 


fof her monastery, it is evident that on account of her 
singular holiness and her gift of discernment of spirits, 
the nuns were not only allowed, but encouraged, to seek 
help and advice from her. Thus she was enabled to en- 
kindle in the hearts of others the flame of Divine love 
which burned in her own; and she considered it her duty to communi- 
cate it to all who came under her influence. Yet, withal, her purity 
of intention was such that any word of praise uttered in regard to 
herself gave her intolerable pain, convinced as she was that the favors 
bestowed on her were given for the advantage of others rather than 
for her own. This conviction made her always ready to give advice 
and comfort to those who sought it from her, gladly leaving all other 
occupations to attend to this duty. She would even abandon the sweet- 
ness of contemplation, which was her chief delight, at the call of a 
Sister in distress; and she would sacrifice not only her spiritual repose, 
but also that of her body, to spend the night in ministering to the 
relief of the suffering, sparing herself no labor in attending to their 
wants. 

Yet, while she performed these acts of loving kindness, she was 
ever on the watch to check any excess of natural affection which the 
Sisters might have for her, to the prejudice of the pure love of God 
which she desired to see reigning in their hearts. She was always 
fearful of this danger, not only in her intercourse with them, but also 
with seculars who came to consult her on affairs of the soul. When 
the case required reprehension, the wisdom of God seemed to speak 
by her mouth, nor would she leave the guilty parties until she had 
softened their hearts and won them to repentance. Her Sisters were 
so convinced of her power to obtain from God whatever she asked 
that they thought themselves secure of a remedy from all their tempta- 
tions and troubles by merely mentioning them to her. On one occasion 
a Sister, finding herself grievously tormented by a temptation, took 
a little object belonging to Gertrude and pressed it to her heart, and 
immediately the temptation vanished. 

But St. Gertrude’s zeal did not confine itself to helping individual 
souls. She was always eager for the general welfare of her own 
monastery and of those with whom she corresponded, or was in any 
way connected, endeavoring to encourage in them religious perfection 
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and discipline by the exact observance of the Rule. Her zeal in this 
regard was increased by a vision, in which she saw our Savior bearing 
on His shoulders a large house, giving her to understand that those who 
restore and maintain strict observance are to Him pillars of support 
which ease Him of His burden. 

It was fitting that Our Lord Himself should make known to cer- 
tain chosen souls the wonderful works He had wrought in Gertrude 
since she was so careful to hide in the secret of her heart all that could 
attract the notice and esteem of others. This leads us to consider her 
profound humility, which resulted from the extraordinary graces be- 
stowed upon her. In her case, as the graces were more sublime, so 
was the corresponding humility the more profound. It was this true 
humility which led her sincerely to believe that God manifested the 
greatest miracle of His patience by allowing the earth to bear her, and 
that at a time when she was being treated as an oracle, and consulted on 
all sides by persons who sought to be enlightened by her in their 
doubts and difficulties. She, meanwhile, yielded with the submission 
of a child to the direction of those who had the care of her soul. She 
practiced with the utmost fidelity every point of her Rule, and would 
never dispense herself without the most urgent necessity. 

One day Our Lord revealed to St. Mechtilde, who lived in the 
same monastery, the sublime state of perfection to which St. Gertrude 
was raised. She saw the Son of God on a throne of majesty, and St. 
Gertrude at His feet, with her eyes fixed immovably on Him, never 
withdrawing them from Him, although at the same time engaged in 
her different duties. Our Lord then told St. Mechtilde that it was in 
this way that St. Gertrude lived, keeping her mind and heart ever at- 
tentive to Him who was always present to her soul, while she was 
fulfilling His holy will in her actions. St. Mechtilde, presuming on 
the familiarity with which Our Lord likewise treated her, said to Him, 
“I wonder, O my God, how it is that she, being so highly enlightened, 
should yet be so strict with regard to the faults of others?” Our Lord 
replied that this was owing to her great aversion to sin and to her 
great love for her Sisters, which caused her to feel as much pain for the 
faults which she saw in them as for the faults she saw in herself. 


Several persons having consulted Gertrude as to the practice of 
frequent Communion, she advised them to adopt it; but afterwards 
she feared she had given the advice without sufficient consideration, 
and was much troubled in her mind. She made known her fears to 
Our Lord in prayer, and He assured her that the advice she had given 
came from Him, and added that He would not allow any one who He 
foresaw would profane the Holy Sacrament to consult her on the. sub- 
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ject. This loving promise restored the tranquillity of her soul. 

Our Lord also revealed this favor to St. Mechtilde as she was 
praying one day for St. Gertrude. He said that whenever Gertrude 
judged any one to be worthily disposed for Holy Communion He 
ratified her judgment; or rather, that Gertrude’s soul was so united 
to the Holy Spirit that she had no other light whérewith to form her 
judgment than that which He communicated to her, and so she acted 
always in conformity to His holy will. 

It was a great consolation to St. Gertrude to have St. Mechtilde 
in the same monastery, since, on account of her sanctity and the favors 
she received from God, Gertrude could confide in her and seek help 
from her in the interior trials, troubles and perplexities which her 
revelations occasioned her. At these times she would beg St. Mechtilde 
to consult Our Lord as to whether she was under a delusion, trusting 
with great confidence in the advice of one who was herself so highly 
gifted and enlightened. 

In the second year of Gertrude’s new spiritual life, as she herself 
relates, our Divine Lord placed His seal upon her ardent love by im- 
printing on her heart His sacred wounds. Five years after this, as she 
‘was preparing for Holy Communion, she experienced such extraordinary 
feelings of Divine love that she was convinced some new favor was 
about to be bestowed upon her; and, in fact, when she returned to her 
place to make her thanksgiving, she saw a ray of light proceeding from 
the Crucifix in the church. It seemed to come from Our Lord’s wounded 
Side; and to pierce her inmost heart, while she heard these words: 
“Henceforth let all your affections be centered here, and let all the 
passions of your soul, whether of joy, hope, sorrow, or fear, be dis- 
solved in My love.” 

Our Lord, in His love for this chosen soul, manifested Himself 
to her in various ways, according to the different mysteries celebrated 
by the Church. Thus at Christmas time she would often see Him in 
the arms of His Blessed Mother, who would place her Divine Child 
in Gertrude’s arms, and clothe her by this means with the innocence 
and purity of the holy Infant. In the same way Gertrude participated 
in the graces of the other mysteries of Our Lord’s life, and these favors 
always produced efficacious fruits in her soul. 

Another mark of God’s singular predilection was shown to her 
when He gave her our Blessed Lady to be her Mother, promising that 
she would assist her in all her difficulties and sufferings. This Gertrude 
ever after experienced, especially in times of sickness, for then Our 
Lady seemed to redouble her care and favors towards her. 

Gertrude had a true Benedictine love for the liturgy of Holy 
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Church, and entered heart and soul into the spirit of all the festivals 
of the Christian cycle. On nearly all these days she received some 
extraordinary grace in conformity with the mystery the Church was 
celebrating. 


The special characteristic of the piety of St. Gertrude towards 
the Incarnate Word is her devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Our 
Lord Himself continually excited her to this devotion, for again and 
again He presented to her view His Sacred Heart in token of the in- 
timate union which He willed to maintain with her; and He even 
vouchsafed in one ineffable revelation to exchange It for that of the 
holy virgin, who thus felt her Divine Spouse live and love within her. 

St. Gertrude herself tells us, in her writings, how on one occasion 
when she was speaking with St. John of the delights he experienced 
when resting his head on the Sacred Heart at the Last Supper, she 
asked him why he had kept such absolute silence as to what he had 
felt and imbibed from that Abyss of Divine love; and St. John told 
her that it was reserved for later times to experience al] the sweetness 
of the pulsations of that Divine Heart, so that the world, grown cold 
with age, might recover some degree of warmth from hearing of the 
mysteries of that Sacred Heart. St. Mechtilde and the rest of the 
community united with St. Gertrude in this glorious devotion, which 
spread gradually to other houses of the Benedictine Order. Thus the 
Heart of Jesus had already long been an object of special adoration 
and love to the sons and daughters of St. Benedict, when in the seven- 
teenth century it pleased God to claim for It, through the instru- 
mentality of St. Margaret Mary Alacoque of the Order of the Visitation, 
that more solemn worship with which It is now surrounded. In our 
times we can see how fully the promise made to St. Gertrude has been 
realized, and how when men were striving to substitute a religion of 
servile fear for that of filial love, Our Lord deigned to invite, not only 
the favored few, but all mankind, to come and rest upon His Sacred 
Heart, permitting them to honor with a special worship the Organ of 
His love for them. (From “Virgin Saints of the Benedictine Order.” ) 


To be continued. 
Ree ee ee oe eo eo eo Se oe eo eos 


° et your Christmas candle before the Eucharistic 
crib tell Jesus of your love and offer reparation 
for the coldness of so many hearts. 

For an offering of 50¢, a large wax candle will be 


burned a day and a night; for $3.50, one week, and 
for $12.00, an entire month. 
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Tafant of Prague Pencil -- 
A Christmas Gitt 
Chat Will Delight Your Friends 


Y A special arrangement with the 

manufacturers, we are able to offer a 
beautiful ever-sharp pencil— snowy white 
opaque finish, with gold-plated trimmings — 
bearing an image of the Infant Jesus of 
Prague in delicate blue, with the inscrip- 
tion: ‘“‘The more you honor Me, the more 
I will bless you.” 

The pencil is a product of master craftsmen who have been manu- 
facturing writing instruments for over eighty years. It is non-break- 
able, and the movement is of the latest style: that is, it propels, repels 
and expels. Each pencil carries a large supply of lead and an extra 
eraser. Aside from the excellent workmanship, which guarantees good 
service and durability, the picture of the Infant of Prague will make 
the pencil a cherished and venerated object, and will be a frequent 
reminder to its owner to honor the gracious Infant who delights in 
showering His blessings on those who venerate Him. 

Pencils will be sent to any address postpaid at $1.00 each, or given 
free for eight new subscriptions to “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” 


Father Mateo Sends a Message of Thanks 


+ O-o-@-2-O-o 
LD touched by the solicitude of our many kind readers who 
offered prayers, Holy Masses, Holy Hours, candles, etc., for the 
improvement of his health so that he might continue his apostolate, 
Father Mateo sent the following message: 


Many thanks indeed for your kind letter. Now, what a joy to know that 
so many loving souls are storming heaven to snatch a miracle in behalf of this 
poor apostle! Tell them, please, that I will pay their charity a hundredfold, 
because I pay my debts with my CHALICE! — that is, with the uttermost 
of grace and mercy. 

I feel somewhat better, and this is already comforting for them and for me. 
I abandon myself blindly as a child in the hands of the King of Love. He 
knows what is more convenient for His glory. This, His glory, must be 
everything for those who love! 


Father Mateo is now well into the third year of his apostolate 
in Canada, and still has before him an immense field of labor. He is, 
so to say, besieged with invitations to give retreats, triduums, etc., 
but the condition of his health compels him to confine his labors almost 
entirely to the hierarchy and clergy, and that only in a limited measure. 
We ask our dear readers, therefore, to continue to assist him with 
their prayers and sacrifices. By so doing, you will have an intimate 
share in his great apostolate, and will help in a very effective way to 
promote the reign of the Sacred Heart. 
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Thousands in Europe Face Death from 
Disease, Starvation and Exposure 





HOUSANDS — yes, tens of thousands—of men, women and 

children are in imminent danger of starving and freezing as winter 
comes to Europe, unless immediate and adequate help comes from 
other countries in the form of food, clothing, vitamins and medicines. 
People die quickly when they have been starving and freezing for a 
long time, and if help is not given them promptly, it will be too late. 
Bodies which have: been undernourished for a long time are the more 
sensitive to cold, and can offer little resistance to disease. Moreover, 
when these people are only scantily clad, and must live in bomb-shelled 
houses, cellars, etc., with little or no heat, they suffer acutely from ex- 
posure to the winter’s cold and many fall] victims to pneumonia, tuber- 
culosis and other deadly diseases. 


In all the many letters and reports received from central Europe, 
the one great fear is expressed — dread of the coming winter and fear 
of not being able to survive its rigors. The people are trembling before 
the ghost of winter, and raise their feeble voices in an earnest plea 
for help before it is too late. 

Among the many heart-rending appeals received lately from re- 
ligious communities, four or five were from convents of perpetual 
adoration. The Sisters are living in damp cellars and other crowded’ 
and unhealthful quarters, and are subsisting on the barest necessities- 
of life. Yet they are cheerful and courageous, and are striving to keep 
unbroken their vigils of adoration before the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
Here again the Divine King has become poor and abject as in the 
stable of Bethlehem, and His adorers are sharing with Him the sufferings 
and privations of His state of poverty. Our Divine Lord wills that 
the members of His Mystical Body should be mutually solicitous for 
and helpful toward one another. It is for us, therefore, to come to- 
the aid of these His suffering members, and for His love to share with: 
them the means of livelihood which we still possess in abundance. In. 
the Name of the Babe of Bethlehem, therefore, we make this plea, trust- 
ing it will receive a response from many generous and sympathetic 
hearts. 

Offerings sent to our convent will be devoted to the relief of these 
war sufferers, and God will surely reward with rich blessings those- 
who thus come to the aid of His afflicted members. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 














Little overs’ freague 
--O<— | 
A Legend of the Christmas Tree 
OULD you like to know the story of how we came 
to have Christmas trees? Here it is, as it was told 
to us. More than a thousand years ago there lived 
in England a boy named Winfrid who was destined 
by God to do great things. As Winfrid grew older, 
. he burned with the desire to become a priest and 
a missionary. With his parents’ permission he entered a Benedictine 
‘monastery and became a monk. Later his name was changed to Boni- 
face. He became a bishop and a great apostle, and he is today one 
of our great Benedictine saints, known the world over as St. Boniface. 

How happy Boniface was when, after spending some years in the 
monastery, he was sent to the northern part of Europe to labor as a 
missionary among the pagans there. He preached the Christian doc- 
trines with great zeal, and many of the heathens soon became loyal 
Christians. But unfortunately Boniface had to go away for a time, 
and when he returned he found to his sorrow that many of the people 
had gone back to their pagan practices. 

Now, the pagans in that country had very strange ideas about 
religion, and worshiped false gods. In particular they worshiped an 
ancient oak tree which they believed to be sacred to the thunder-god 
Thor. One bright starlit night when Boniface was passing that way, 
he came upon a crowd of people worshiping before this tree. For a 
while he watched them in silence; then he raised his eyes to heaven 
and whispered a silent prayer. At the same moment he was seized 
by a sudden inspiration. Taking an axe which he had with him, he 
plunged into the midst of the people and with great energy began 
to chop down the big oak tree. He wished to prove to them in this 
way that their pagan gods were false and had no power to help them. 
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Naturally this would have made the pagans very angry, but some 
strange power kept them from harming Boniface. They were amazed, 
too, that their thunder-god did not strike Boniface with a thunderbolt 
for chopping down the tree which they held sacred. As Boniface was 
chopping away at the huge tree, a strong wind came and tore it up 
by the roots. The giant tree fell backward, groaning and crashing. 
This made the people lose faith in their gods, and from that time pagan- 
ism began to die out in that country. Later on, St. Boniface had a 
chapel built from the wood of the oak tree, and dedicated it to St. 
Peter, the Prince of the Apostles. He continued to labor many years 
more as a missionary, with wonderful success, and died as a martyr 
in 755. 

According to a quaint old legend, there was a tall young fir tree 
growing near the old oak. When the great oak had crashed to the 
earth, St. Boniface noticed this fir tree, with its beautiful green spire 
pointing to the stars above, and it inspired him with a thought. Turn- 
ing to the people, he said: “This brave little tree is a child of the 
forests, and it shall be your holy tree from now on. It is of the wood 
of peace, for your homes are built of fir., It is a sign of everlasting 
life because its leaves are ever green. And see how it points up to 
heaven. Let the fir tree be known henceforth as the tree of the Christ 
Child. Gather about it every year on the day of His Birth to cele- 
brate it in peace. Let the tree be taken into your homes, and let it 
shelter your loving gifts to one another on the joyful day when you 
commemorate heaven’s gift to earth — the Christ Child.” 

And so it is that we have our Christmas tree, about which we 
place the gifts of love which betoken our kindly thoughts for one 
another. Every time we look at the Christmas tree it should remind 
us to thank the loving Christ Child for coming to this world of ours. 

Already you are counting the days until Christmas. Jesus, too, 
is looking forward to that day, because He rejoices to have us remember 
His holy infancy and the mysteries connected with His holy Birth. 
Even the word “Christmas” tells us of a sublime mystery, for Christmas 
means “Christ Mass,” or the “Mass of Christ.” On the first Christmas 
Jesus offered Himself to His Heavenly Father for the salvation of all 
men, just as He now offers Himself every day on the altar in the holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass. So the first part of a happy Christmas for us 
must always be Holy Mass and Holy Communion and a visit to the 
crib. 

Advent is a special time to prepare for Christmas. There was 
no room for Jesus in the inn of Bethlehem, so He was born in a cold, 
dark stable. During Advent each Little Lover should make room for 
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Him in his or her heart by rooting out from it whatever could dis- 
please Him and by filling it with love for Him. For the love of the 
Infant Jesus, so poor and suffering, try not to grumble and complain 
when something does not suit you, for instance, when it is raining and 
you must play indoors instead of outside; or, if you should be asked 
to do something which you do not wish to do, or are given something 
to eat that you do not like, be cheerful and quietly accept these trials 
as Jesus accepted His sufferings. 





Another thing you can do is to avoid quarreling. Jesus came to 
give peace and He wants to find peace and love in the hearts of all. 
Jesus was laid upon the sharp and prickly straw and hay. Again, if 
you are obedient, and do not talk back to your parents or teacher, 
you will make His bed soft and downy. But if you are unkind and 
disobedient, you hurt Jesus like the coarse straw did. 

Look at the picture you see here and notice how the artist shows 
Jesus lying in His crib surrounded by thorns and brambles. Those 
thorns and brambles represent the sins by which so many people 
wound His loving Heart. Perhaps you, too, have placed some of 
them there. How they hurt the little Jesus and make Him weep! But 
you can help to take them away by avoiding sin in the future, and by 
praying for sinners that they may be sorry and repent of their sins. 
How happy it would make the Divine Babe of Bethlehem if many sin- 
ners would repent and begin at Christmas time to live a good and holy 
life! If you practice the points we have mentioned throughout Advent, 
surely Jesus will find a cozy bed and a warm welcome in your heart 
when He comes to you in Holy Communion on Christmas Day. 
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PRACTICE: Make a cozy bed for Jesus in your heart: (1) By 
not complaining when anything displeases you. (2) By being kind 
and not quarreling. (3) By being obedient and not talking back. 

Bring Him the gift of gold as the Wise Men did by offering Three 
Golden Pennies for the conversion of sinners: (1) The Golden Penny 
of Holy Mass and Holy Communion, perhaps on the First Friday, or on 
the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, or the First Saturday, when 
you will also remember to pray for priests, as we told you last month. 
(2) The Golden Penny of self-denial, as for instance, passing up a 
piece of cake at table. (3) The Golden Penny of prayer for sinners. 

ASPIRATION: O sweet, holy Infant Jesus, come and dwell in 
my heart! 


A Contest 


It is a long time since we have had a contest, so we know you are 
all eager for one, and we hope you will enjoy the one we have planned 
for you. It is going to be a contest to see who can think of the best 
and the most good thoughts that we could bring to our mind each time 
the clock strikes the hour. For instance, when the clock strikes one, 
we can remember some of the beautiful mysteries of our holy Faith, 
as for example that there is one God, one Holy Catholic Church, one 
heavenly home for us all, etc. When it strikes three, we might think of 
the three virtues of Faith, Hepe and Charity, of the Three Divine Per- 
sons in God, of the Holy Family, etc. At five o’clock, we might re- 
member the Five Holy Wounds, or the five different mysteries of the 
Joyful, Sorrowful and Glorious Rosary. 

Your list of thoughts for the different hours should have some- 
thing for each hour from one o’clock to twelve. Perhaps you can find 
ideas in your catechism, or from the Sunday Gospels, besides those 
you think of yourself. The letters should give your name and age, 
your address and the name of the school. you attend, and the grade 
you are in. All the letters should be in by JANUARY 15. That will 
give you plenty of time to find some good ideas. We hope to receive 
many fine answers in this contest, and expect there will be much rivalry 
for the prize. Good luck to each one of you, and a very blessed and 
happy Christmas and New Year to all! 
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i Seasonable Booklets 
for Advent and Christmas 





PFT OLR IESS 


GEMS from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord — 


cece ooo ee 


(Part I — Advent to Pentecost) 











An excellent adaptation of Scriptural texts and liturgical prayers for 
the use of the laity in preparing for the feasts of Our Lord and the prin- 
cipal seasons of the Church Year, This little booklet aims to deepen the 
interior life by assisting the soul to enter into the particular spirit and char- 
acter of the various mysteries and so draw from them their special fruit. 
Many users of the booklet have asserted that they find it of immense value 
in assisting them to participate in a fruitful way in the cycle of feasts. 
Part I devotes much space to the Advent season and Christmastide. 96 
pages. 15¢ 


Part Il — A companion booklet to the above, is a continuation of the 
feasts from Pentecost to Advent. 96 pages. 15¢ 


Littie Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus —The charm of this de- 


POSS SSS SLOSS LSS SS SSL LOLS LOSS SO OD lightful booklet lies 
in the means it offers of an intimately tender-and fervent outpouring of the 
soul in its simple prayers. They are the.heartfelt expressions of a loving 
soul which inspire a tender affection for the holy Infant Jesus. - Besides 
the many loving aspirations and invocations to the Divine Infant, it con- 
tains a special preparatory novena, the litany of the Infant Jesus and the 
proper part of the Christmas Mass at dawn. 10¢ 


@ 


: 


Devotion to the Infant Jesus of Prague — Devotion to the holy 


SH SS SHH HESS SLOSS SSS S OP OP OL OSS Infant of Prague is 
merely a particular form of devotion to the Divine Child Jesus. ‘This booklet 
is a favorite at all times of the year, and with all classes of people. The 
origin and development of devotion to the Infant of Prague is traced, many 
outstanding favors recounted, and a wide selection of prayers provided. 10¢ 


Devotion to Mary — Besides a general explanation of devotion to 

SLO SCOS COCO OS- the Blessed Mother, this booklet contains a 
splendid section treating of devotion to Mary’s Immaculate Conception, the 
feast which we celebrate on December 8. 10¢ 


Mary, Mother of God — Treats of the sublime mystery of the In- 


eeceeeeeoe carnation and the Divine Maternity of Mary, 
Mary’s sanctity and greatness, the pleasure that the Hail Mary and the 
Angelus give to her, and her seven joys on earth and in heaven. 10¢ 
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conveyed by a 


Gift Subscription 


to 


Fabernacle and Purgatory 


extend the whole year through! Send in your Gift Subscriptions 
early, and the December number, with a greeting card bearing 
your name, will be mailed so as to reach its destination for 


Christmas. 
Subscription Rates, 


United States and Possessions: $1.00 per year; $2.00 for 3 years. 
Canada and Foreign Countries: $1.25 per year; $2.50 for 3 years. 


Benedictine Booklets 


{ COMPLETE SET of these 74 delightfully instructive devotional 
hooklets makes a much appreciated Christmas Gift. Likewise, one or several 
individual booklets added to a more material ‘gift will make it a real 
“Christ-gift.” 

One reader says of them: “They are a most marvelous set of books 
to read and re-read.” 


Another comments: “The booklets afford me an endless source of 
spiritual joy and enlightenment... I like the composition, the choice of 
subjects, the prayers selected, the completeness of the work.” 


THE COMPLETE SET (valued at $7.55) may be obtained for the 
Special Price of $5.50. postpaid. 
A list of the individual titles and prices will gladly be furnished 
on request. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





